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CLERGYMAN’S ADVICE TO HIS PARISHIONERS: 


EXPLAINING WHAT THEY ARE TO BELIEVE AND DOIN ORDER TO 
ea BE SAVED. ADDRESSED CHIEFLY TO THOSE WHO ARE OF THE 
ae YOUNGER SORT. [ Continued. ] 










j + dly N baptism ye have renounced all the sinful lusis of the flesh. By 
Thirdly, } which part of your vow ye have engaged yourselves to regulate 
and govern all these appetztes and inclinations, which belong to you as men, 
and are implanted in your nature for good and wise purposes. ‘The lust, or 
ag desires of the flesh, were not given to men for no other purpose than that they 
et an might be so many snares and temptations to them. Far be it from us to think 




























oe so unworthily of the goodness of God, No; it is necessary to the present 
He jas state of things, that ye should be so framed ; and these dispositions, under a 
Sa) proper restraint, are (no doubt) of singular use to you in your present situa- 
Peg tion. The afiairs of the world could not be carried on without them ; “nd the 
te counsels of Providence, in creating it, would be frustrated other,, _ and 
ee td made of none effect. But when these appetites and desires are suffered to ex- 
ae ts ceed their proper bounds ; when they govern, instead of being in subjection ; 
oe? a then do they become sinful lusts of the flesh, and with such ye have declared 
‘ae y yourselves to be at enmity. Hence proceed drunkeness, gluttony, fornication, 


* 
. a 


adultery, strife, encyings, murders, and the like. ‘These, with many others, 
are called by St. Paul, the works of the flesh; and of all such works ye have 
declared an abhorrence. Ye liave vowed, that by the help of God’s grace, 


a 
5 ye will not do them yourselves ; nor in any wise contribute to the doing of 
em them, by giving encouragement or countenance to others. ‘That ye may be 
oe a the better able to perform this promise, let me advise you carefuliy to observe 
‘ae to what sins of this sort ye are mostly inclined. And although, with the Apos- 
ie. tle, ye are assured that in your flesh dwelleth no good thing ; yet let it be your 
ie especial care to guard yourselves in the weakest part, where ye apprehend the 
ce greatest danger of being overcome. Avoid every opportunity, as far as in you 
eas lies, by which ye may be enticed to commit any of these sins. In a more 
ie. particular manner, shun idleness and sloth ; and betake yourselves now, in the 
S , early time of age, to some honest and useful employment. They that do 
a otherwise, make provision for the fies to fulfil the lust thereof; tht is, they 
é give themselves up to ¢rfemperance and loose conversution, the constant com- 


ee panions of an idle life, whereby the lusts of the fiesh are fed and nourished, 
and so prove unruly and past controul. 






a, And let this suttice for the first part of your baptismal vow, whereby ye pro- 
“ % mise to renounce the devil and ali his works ; the pomps and vanities of this 
ey wicked world; and ail the sinful lusts of the flesh. Ye have declared, in the 
act second place, that ye well beheece all the ariictes of the Christian faith. 

‘* To believe a thing is to be well persuaded of the truth of it. And, althougl, 
Te it be impossible for vou to believe what ve pease 5 yet tn promismg to beueve 
7 all the (i) Liebe g Of the ‘ ‘hristian faith, ve aie) Dot Incertahe ; n ina ah bisit 
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For they admit of no doubt, because they are the sum and substance of the 
Christian faith; as it stands clearly and plainly described in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. ‘They are what the members of the Christian Church therefore have 
generally believed, from the beginning of it to this day ; although there are 
some who have disputed concerning the meaning of several terms, in which 
these articles have been expressed. Now, it is your duty thoropghly to in- 
form yourselves, whet these articles of the Christian faith are, and zn what 
sense they are to be understood; and whether ye yourselves do believe them, 
as they ought to be believed. In the firstuef these particulars, I will endeay- 
our to inform you ; in the jatter, ye must inform yourselves, for no body else 
is capable of “doing it. Whether ye, do truly, and heartily, believe the 
articles of the Christian faith, is a matter in which your own consciences are 
chiefly concerned. but, | may add, that if ye lead your lives according to 
such a belief, ve have good reason to think that ye do not deceive yourselves 
or others in this respect. For Christian obedience is the best sign of Christian 


Suith; and, if ye do behave in every thing accordiag to the rules of the gos- 


pel, there is no reason to doubt of your belief of the gospel. 

‘These then are the articles of the Christian faith ; and this is the sense in 
which they are to be believed, az appears from the Holy Scriptures. 

First, ye are to believe that there 1s a God, and but one God only ; an eter- 
nal Being, inlinite in perfection, and the author and giver of every thing which 
is good, and (in amy degree) perfect im others : that he has all power in him- 
self, by which he at first created, and does now support, and govera, all 
things in Heaven and Larth: that He is therefore the God, and Father, of 
allmen, And, ye do believe that, from all eternity, He was the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

In like manner, ye: are to believe, that Jesus Christ was always, from all 
eternity, the Son of God: that he took the uame of Jesus Christ when made 
Man, as he was a ‘person consecrated and anointed by God ior the redemption 
and salvation of mankind: aad that He thereby became our Lord, as he hath 
purchased us with his blood, and as all power and authority is exercised by. 
fiim over his Church 

With regard to the manner in which the Son of God took our flesh upon 
Him, and became visible to the worid, that he might suffer for it ; ye believe, 
that He was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and horn of the Virgin Mary; that 
is, by the power and operation of God’s HolySpiit, a virgin was made to 
conceive and bring forth,. without the ordinary meags of generation ; and that 
trom hence our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ had both a human body and a hu- 
man soul, but without any stain of sin upon eithet of them, because of. the 
extraordinary and holy-mauner in which he was produced. 

Ye believe, that the same holy pers¢n, after preaching repentance and fore 
giveness of sins to the world, for some space of time, and after working many. 
miracles in confirmation of the truth of what He said, did suger under Pontius. 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, and descended into hell; that is, at 
such a precise time, foretold by the Prophets, (when the Jews were under the 
power of the Romans, and Pontius Pilate, a Roman, was their Governor) 
our blessed Saviour did sutier from the Jews many grievous things, scorgings, 
mockings, builetings, and the like ; that His body, whilst He was yet alive, 
was fixed to a cross, after the manner of a criminal ; that He did really die 
upon the cross ; that His body, when dead, was,taken down thence and laid 
in a grave ; aud that His soul went to the place appointed for it, during ita 
state of separation. 

Ye believe further, that the same Jesus Christ, who was crucified, dead, 
and buried, rose again the third dayfrom the dead; that is, after lying for 
that space of time in the grave, [is soul was restored to His. body, and He 
did leave his sepulchre, and did appeardlive to many persons, for many days, 
with the same soul and body which He had before He was put to death. And 
this, ye are to believe, was done by Hits own divine power, by which. He 
was enabled to lay down His lite, and take it again. 

Ye believe also, that He ascended into Heaven, and. sitieth on. ihe. right 
hand of God, the Father Almaghty ; that is, When He had continued some 
time upon earth, after His resurrection, and conversed frequently with his 
disciples, and others, in the presence of Peter, James and John, He ascended 
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into Heaven, and took possession of ‘‘ the glory which He had with the Fa- 
ther before the foundation of the world.” 

And ye do believe, that He shall continue in Heaven, governing and di- 
fécting His Church upon earth, and interceding for it with God the I‘ather, 
unto the end of the world, when He shall come again to judge both the quick 
tnd the dead ; that is, all those who shall be found then alive upon the earth, 
as well as those who are departed out of this life, shall appear before the Judg- 
ment Seat of Christ, at his second coming; and shall be acquitted or conde:an- 
éd, rewarded or punished, according to what they have done, whether it be 
good or evil. : 

Further, as ye believe in God the Father, and God the Son, so do ye be- 
lieve in God the Holy Ghost, (or the Holy Spirit) who is of the same Divine 
hature with the Father and the Son. He 1s called in Scripture the Holy Spirit, 
bécauise it is by his means (more éspecially) that all the people of God, are 
sanctified, or made Holy. As ye believe the Father to have been your Crea- 
tor, and the Son your Redeemer, so ye believe the Holy Ghost to be your 
Helper and Comforter, in all things wherein ye stand in need more particularly 
of the divine assistance. He enlightens your understandings, disposes your 
wills, and enables you to perform every good an¢ religious undertaking. “ He 
assists your prayers, strengthens you against temptations, and enables you to 
discern the malicious subtilties of the devil, and the cheats and delusions of 
the world and the flesh. He pesesses you with the knowledge of your true 
jiiterest, and is ever admonishing and encouraging you in the pursuit of it, 
Finally, by his sanctifying power, He unites you and all good Christians to 
Christ your head ; sealing your souls with such an inward assurance of God’s 
favour, that ye do firmly hope, and are persuaded in yourselves, that through 
the mercies of God, ye shall be everlastingly happy in a fuiure state. 

After ye have professed to believe thus in each of the ‘Three Persons of 
the Blessed Trinity, ye declare also that there is one Church ef Christ, called 
the holy Cathclic, or holy and universal Church. ‘The Church, here meant, 
is the general assembly of all such as, from the first publishing of the Gospel to 
this present time, have believed in Christ, and who hereafter shall do the same, 
to the end of the world. Ye do profess therefore to believe, that all holy per- 
sons, who have died in the faith of Christ, and in the fear of Ged’s holy name, 
do continue members of Christ’s Church, although they are removed out of 
our sight into a separate state; and that they, with ail good and pious Chris- 
fians now remaining in the world, do make but one Church, or Society, as they 
are united under one and the same head, Jesus Christ; that they are sanctihed 
by the same Blessed Spirit, and shall one day partake of the same happiness 
inthe glorious kingdom of God, Ye do further profess to believe, that that 

jart of Christ’s Church which is here on earth shal) never cease; but that there 
shall always be a number of faithful persons continuing to believe and practise, 
as they are taught in the gospel of Jesus Christ, even to the end of the world. 

Ye do also believe, that, in this Church of Christ, there is, and always will 
be a Communion of Saints ; that is, that all true Christians, as well as those 
who are departed out of this life as those who remain in it, have access to God 
the Father, being in covenant with him, through Jesus Christ ; that they are 
in communion also with God the Son, who has purchased them wih Ms Llood, 
and redeemed them to himself; and, that they have the fellowship ef ihe 
Holy Ghost, who dwelleth’in them, and is their counselior and wuide; that 
there is also so far an intercourse between good and holy shen on earth, and tlie 
Angels of God in heaven, as that they have an aifectionate regard for them, 
and delight in ministering to*them, whenever they dre commanded so to do. 
And, finally, ye believe, that the members of Christ have, aad ought to have 
communion with one another, not only in prayer, and te ministry of God’s 
holy word and sacraments, butin Jove and charity, and all good works, wheve- 
by they can be beneficial to each other. 

Further, ye do believe, that as meimbers of the Christian Church, ve have 
the inestimable benetit of that most gracious promise of the forgeveness Cf stRs: 
that is; that, bythe sending of His Son into the world, it has pleased Amighity 
God: to:issue a’ free pardon to all such as shall embrace the terms of His holy 
gospel: that, when all the wisdom of man coukl not contrive an expedient 
whereby be: might hope te bereconciled to God, and: when the whole world 
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was sunk into despair, through the burthen of their sins, for which they could 
make no atonement, it pleased God, in the bowels of his mercy, to cause ti- 
dings of great poy to be proclaimed to the wretched sons of men, no less than 
a sure forgiveness of all their sins by repentance, and faith in Christ Jesus.— 
And, as there is none other name under Heaven givenamong men, by which we 
must be saved, but only that of the Lord Jesus; ye believe that forgiveness of 
sins is not to be obtained in any other way than that which the gospel pre- 
seribes; not from any authority which men may falsely and presumptuously 
arrogate to themselves ; not by performing such things as the gospel does not 
require you to do; but by @ stedfast faith in Christ Jesus, and a sincere obe- 
dience to his will and commandments. 

Ye do believe also that there will be a resurrection of the dead; thatis, that 
the bodies of all men (although dissolved into dust, ‘from: whence they were at 
first taken) shall be raised from the grave, and their souls shall be again united 
tothem; and that the bodies of the faithful shall be restored to them in such a 
siorified state as to be capable of enjoying everlasting happiness, and the bo- 
dies of the wicked in such a state as shail make them sensible of everlasting mis- 
ery and torment. 

And, finally, ye do believe that there will be alife everlasting ; that is, that, 
after the resurrection from the dead, ye will be translated into a state wiere ye 
can never die any more, and in which the good will be happy, and the wicked 
miserable fo all eternity. 

‘This is the belief of a Christian, accordin® to that revelation which God has 
been pleased to make of Himself by his Son Christ Jesus : of the truth of which 
ye must be really and fully persuaded, if ye expect toreceive any benefit from 
veing baptized in His name, And, as these things are to be BELIEVED, so 
jikewise there are many things to be done in order to accomplish the eternal 
salvation of your souls. For, lastly, ye do promise to keep God’s holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the same all the days of your lives. by this ye 
engage, that your outward actions shall be agreeable to the inward persuasion 
of your minds; and that your faith shall not be dead and unprofitable, but 
jively, active and fruitful of good works. ‘The will and commandments of 
God, ye have likewise revealed to you in the gospel of His blessed Son; the 
moral iaw, given of old to the Jews, being there explained, improved, and 
adapted to the state of mankind under the new covenant of grace, by Jesus 
Christ himself. 

In the first place, ye are not only to have the Lerd for your God, and none 
other beside Him ; but from numerous passages of the New-Testament, ye are 
taught and commanded to belzeve in Him, to fear Him, to love Him, with all 
wour heart, with all your mind, with dl your soul, and with all your strength ; 
co worship Him, to give Him thanks ; io put your whole trust in Him; tocall 
upon Him; to honour his holy wame and his word ; and to serve Him truly all 
ene days of your lives.’ ‘The meaning of which is, that ye are neither to fear 
nar to love aiuy thing so much as God ; because, whatever ye fear most, or love 
most, THAT ye liake your God. 


—~u <> @na=——— 
OF ASH WEDNESDAY, OR THE FIRST DAY OF LENT. 


(*UNDAY, being the day on which we commemorate the resurrection of 
5 our Saviour, does not allow of fasting ; if, then, the. six Sundays are de- 
cucted out of the six weeks of Lent, there remain only thirty-six days of 
jasting: to make up, therefore, the number of forty, they added tour days 
jrom the week preceding, which made Wednesday the first day of ‘Lent, and 
which was thence called Caput Jejunii; it was, for another reason, called 
Lies Cinerum, Ash Wednesday. . 

be latter name is said to have originated from the following custom. On 
ihe firstday of Lent, the penitents were to present themselves before the bishop, 
clothed in sackcloth, with naked feet, and eyes turned to the ground. In this 
plight they were introduced into the Church, where the bishop, and the rest 
of the clergy, all in tears, repeated the seven penitential psalms ; and, rising 
srom prayers, they threw ashes upon them, and covered their heads: with 
papheloth ; and then, with mournful sighs, declared to them, that, as Adam 
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Of the elegance and dignity of the sacred scriptures. i) 


was cast out of Paradise, so they must be cast out of the Church. Then the 
bishop commanded the officers to turn them out of the Church doors ; and al! 
the clergy followed after, repeatin that curse upon Adam, Jn the sweut of 
thy brows shalt thou eat thy bread. ‘The like penance was inflicted on them 
the next time the sacrament was performed, which was the Sunday following, 
All this was done, that the penitents, observing how great a disorder the Churcn 
was put into, by reason of their crimes, shouid not lightiy esteem of penance, 

Our Church has supplied the want of this severe discipline, by adding to ber 

ordinary service a very proper and suitable office, called Zhe Communation, 
which will be considered jn its proper place. 
_ In the morning and evening service, instead of the psalms for the day, there 
are appointed six of David’s penitential psalms, (the seventh being reserved 
for the communion service) concerning which, we need only observe, that 
they are the very forms, in which the royal prophet expressed his penitence ; 
and they have been so esteemed in the Church, as to be constantly used for 
the same purpose, in times of humiliation and repentance. 

The Collect was made new at the compiling of the Liturgy; the Epistle 
and Gospel were taken out of the old offices. 

There are no proper Icssons appointed for this day. 

et SS De 
OF THE SUNDAYS IN LENT. 
HE Sundays in Lent are, in our Church, as well as in the Greek Ciurch, 
named from their number : the fourth, however, is generally called Afzd- 
lent Sunday, though some others term it dominica refectionis, the Sunday of 
refreshment ; the reason of which, probably, is, the gospel for the day, whicn 
contains the miracle of our Saviour feeding five thousand ; or, perhaps, the 
first lesson in the merning service, which coaiains the history of Joseph enter- 
taining his brethren. ‘lhe fifth Sunday is, by the Latins especially, often called 
passion Sunday : this might be a more appropriate name to the toliowing Sun- 
day, which is the Sunday nexi before Laster, and has obtained the appellation 
of palm Sunday, in commemoration of our Saviour’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, when the multitude that attended him strewed palm branches in his 
way: in memory of which remarkable transaction, palms used to be borne, 
in England, till the second year of Edward VI. 

The Collects, as well as the Epistles and Gospels, of all these Sundays, are 
the same that we meet with in the old offices, excepting that the first was made 
new at the reformation, and the last is, in the Titans of St. Ambrose, ap- 
pointed for Good Friday. ‘These collects, epistles and gospels, designed tor 
our meditation on Sundays, being the intervals of the tast-days during the 
week, are calculated to remind us of the duties we have undertaken in this 
time of general humiliation. In the epistles, we are taught the obligation of 
returning to our acts of self-denial and humiliation ; and, in the gospels, we 
have set before us, the example of Ghrist, who not only fasted, but went about 
doing good ; in all which, we are, more especially at this tune, bound to iim- 


itate him. [To be continued. | 
———ae C> ae 
OF THE ELEGANCE AND DIGNITY OF THE SACRED 
SCRIPTURES. CONTINUED. 


S any man convicted of guilt, of provoking God, and endangering his sal- 

vation ?—Let him ask reason to point out a means of reconciliation, and a 
refuge from the wrath tocome. Reason hesitates, as she replies, “ the Det- 
TY may, perhaps, accept our supplications, end grant pardon and peace.” — 
But the word of God leaves us not tothe sad uncertainty of conjecture ; its jan- 
guage is clear.—God has set forth a propitiation—he does pardon our trans- 
gressions—he will remember our sins no more—and with the finger of truth as 
radiant as a sun-beam, points to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of 
the world. Glorious intelligence, that God so loved the world as te send his 
Son not tocondemn mankind, but to ransom them from death by the blood of 
‘his cross. ‘* If any man sin’ (and there is no men who sinneth not) we'have an 
advocate with the Farner, Jesus CurisT the righteous, and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins.” : 
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Are we assaulted by temptation, or averse from duty oe ya a! may at. 
tempt to parry the thrust, or to stir up the relactant mind, by disclosing the 
deformity of vice, and urging the fitness of things. ‘The scriptures recommen 
no such incompetent succours.—** My grace,” saystheir Almighty author, ** is 
sufficient for thee; I will perfect strength in thy weakness; stn shall not have 
dominion over you.” The great JEenovan, in whom is everlasting strength, 
worketh in us both to will and to do his good pleasure. 

Should we be visited with sickness, or oveyaken by any calamity ; the con- 
solation which Plato offers, is, that sach dispensations coincide with the uni- 
versal plan of divine government: Virgil will tell us for relief, that afffictive 
Visitations are, more or less, the unavoidable lot of all men. Another moral- 
ist whispers in the dejected sufferer’s ear, ‘‘ impatience adds to the load ; wheré- 
as, a calm submisson renders it more supportable.” But, does the word of rev- 
elation dispense such spiritless and fugitive cordials ?* No, those sacred pages 
inform us, that tribulations are fatherly chastisements, tokens of a Creator’s 
love, the effects of his care, for whomsoever he lovéeth he chasteneth ; and as he 
loveth all men and hateth nothing that he hath made, so he chasteneth all men, 
to bring them to the knowledge and obedience of the truth. _ All afflictions are 
intended to work in us the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and to work out 
for us aa eternal weight of glory. 

Should we, under tne summons of death, have recourse to the most celebra- 
ted comforters in the heathen world; they would increase our apprehensions 
rather than mitigate our dread. Deathis represented, by the greatest master 
of their schools, as the most formidable of all evils. ‘They were not able to 
determine whether the soul survived the body ; and never so much as suggested 
the probabiiity of its resurrection. Whereas, divine revelation strips the mon- 
ster of his horrors, turns him into a messenger of peace ;—it gives him an 
aagel’s face, and a deliverer’s hand : Ascertatning to the souls of the righteous 
an immediate translation intothe regions of bliss; and ensuring to their bodiés 
2 happy and glorious resurrection, at the restoration of all things: ‘This ine#- 
timable book heals the maladies of life, subdues the fear of death, strikes a 
Jightsome vista through the gloom of the grave, and — a charming, a glori- 
ous prospect of immortality into the world to come. By the gospel ot God our 
Saviour, life and immortality are brought to light :—rejoice then, O ye heavens, 
sing aloud ye lower parts of the eartn, break forth into shouting and general 
triumph ye isles of the Gentiles, and every people under heaven, for those who 
arereputed dead—are not really so—they are but asleep, and if they sleep in 
Jesus they shail do well.—tIn the last day they shall hear the voice, which eall- 
ed Lazarus from his grave, and come torth.—Let every Christian comfort and 
strengthen his brother with these words :—‘‘ Death, where is thy sting? Grave, 
where is thy victery ? ‘Vhanks be to God who giveth us the victory throwgh 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

‘These with many other excellencies peculiar to the scriptures, one would 
imagthe, are more than suflicient, to engage every sensible heart in their favour, 
and introduce them with the kighest esteem, into every improved conversation. 

Another very distinguishing peculiarity of the sacred writings deserves our 
atfention, viz. the method of communicating admonition, or administring re- 
proof, by parables. —A method which adapts itself to the meanest apprehen- 
sions, and gives no offence tothe most supercilious temper ; yet is as much su- 
perior fo plain unornamented precepts, as the enlivened scenes of a well-wrought 
tragedy, are more impressive and atfecting, than a simple narration of the plot. 

tt has been very justly remarked, that this ‘ eloquence of siinilitades” is 
equally aifecting to the learned and the unlearned, to meu of inferior as well as 

superiortalents. It shews rather than relates the point tobe illustrated. It has 
been admired by the best judges in all ages, and applied to the tlustrating of 
innumerable beautiful subjects; but was never carried to perfection, till our 
Lord spoke the purable of the Prodigal, which has a beauty, that no para- 
porase can heighten; a perspicuity, that renders all interpretation needless; 
and a force, which every reader, not totally insensiblée, must feel, 

The condescension and goodness of Gop are, every where, conspicuous in 
the productions ef nature; he conveys to us tac most valuable fruits, by the 
intervention of the loveliest blossoms: though the present is itself extremely 
aceeptable, yet he has given itan additional endearment, by the beauties whic 
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On faith and works: 71 


array it, and the perfumes which surround it. Inthe pages of Revelation like- 
wise, he has communicated to us the most glorious truths, adorned with all 
the graces of composition ; such as may polish the man of genius, and improve. 
the man of worth ; such as highly delight our imagination, whilst they culti- 


vate and refine our morals. 


Who then would not gladly receive that gracious exhortation, let the word 
of Christ dwell in-you richly? Who would not willingly obey that benign 
command, thou shalt talk cf it when thou sittest in thine house, when thow 


walkest by the way, when thou lest down, and when thou risest up ? 


When | consider the /anguege of the scriptures, and experience their energy 
on my soul, | am inclined to say “ other writings, though polished with we 
nicest touches of art, only t¢nkle on the ear, or affect it like the shepherd’s 
reed ; but these, even amiidst all their noble negligence, strike—alarm—irans- 


port me, somewhat like the voice of thunder, or the archangel’s trumpet.” 


When I consider the contenis of the scriptures, and believe myself interested 
in the promisesthey make, and the privileges they confer, | am induced to 
cry out, ‘* what are all the other books in the world, compared with these in- 
estimable volumes :—No more than an entertaining novel, or a few prudential 
rules for domestic economy, compared with a parent's will, a royal charier, 


or an imperial grant of titles and manors.” 


All these circumstances remind me of an encomium most deservedly given to 
the Binie, which, though quite aréless, is 1 think, abundantly more expres- 


sive, than the most laboured efforts of rhetoric. It came from the lips of a mar- 
tyr, who, being condemned to die for his inviolable adherence to the pure doc- 


trines of scripture, when he arrived at the stake, and had composed himself 


for execution, took his final Jeave in these afiecting words: ‘* Farewel sun and 
moon !—Farewel all ye beauties of creation !—Yecomiorts of life adieu !—And 
farewel thou precious, precious, precious BOOK of Gop !” 


—_—~—atp CD ae — 
SACRED CRITICISM. 


SAIAH, chap. Ix. ver. 17.—‘* I will also make thine eficers peace—and 

thine exactors righteousness.” ——-Eng. trans. 

« [ will appoint thy rulers in peace—and thine overseers (bishops) in right- 
eousness. Sept. trans. 

Clement in his Ist epis. to the Corinthians cites this text thus :—* [ will ap- 
oimt their (eprscopus) Brspops in righteousness, and their Ministers or 
JBACONS in faith ;” and produces it as a prophecy of the Apostles’ appoint- 

ing the two oflicers of Bisnors (or PREsBpyTeERS) and Deacons in the 
Church.—Seen in this point of view, this prophecy is predictive of the three 
orders, Apostle, Presbyter and Deacon in the Christian Church. And it is 
highly probable that the overseers of Christ’s Church are in the New-Testament 
called EPiscopol, from this very passage of Isaiah. 

Exodus, chap. xxiii. ver. 19.—Zhou shalt not boila kéd in his mother’s mill. 
“This law,” some say, ‘‘ was to teach the Israelites to abhor cruelty,” but 
there is reason to think that it was given in opposition to an idolatrous custom 
prevalent among their heathen neighbours, when they kad gathered in all their 
Jruits, to take u kid, and boil it in the dam’s milk, and then, in a magical 





way to go about and besprinkle with it all their trees and fields, gardens and * 


orchards, thinking, by this means to render them more fruitful the following 
year. And to confirm this explanaticn of the law against boiling a kid in lus 
mother’s milk, it is observable, that it is both here and in chap. xxxiv. ver. 26, 


} joined with the command of bringing the frst fruzts into the house of JEtu- 


VAH, their Gop ;—and in Deut. xiv. ver. 21, with that of paying ézthe. 
+e CY ie ———— 


ON FAITH AND WORKS. 


“HERE is no question so often put to me, as, whether are we to depend, for 


our salvation, on faith or works? When ignorant men, take upon them 
to instruct others in the principles of religion, it is no wonder, that questions of 


| this kind should be started, or that differences of opivien, in points like this, 













































eng --e- 50 OE OES 


a ee OLE SE STE T ree Yet 


plesz 


























































72 Trial of the Spirits. 


should find abettors: Whatever claims the teachers mentioned may lay to in- 
spiration, it is undoubtedly theenemy of religion, that hath stirred up this par- 
ticularioquiry. If with fanatics, faith alone is made the organ of salvation, it 
fuliows, that morality, and good works need not be much attended to, and, if 
with the Areans, and Socineans, faith is treated with contempt, and morality 
alone depended on, that very morality, for want of faith, is deprived of its 
necessary principle and motive. The truth is, the question supposes a distinc- 
tion where there is no difference, but between cause, and its effect, so necessari- 
Jy connected, that to suppose them pre even in thought, is to strike at 
the very foundation of our religion. In the Christian sense, faith and virtue 
cannot be separated without the total rain of both. By trae Christian faith we 
are saved: but that faith, which is without works can save nobody. Our 
blessed Saviour himself, being asked by the Jews, what they should do, to 
work the works of God, is so far from distinguishing faith from works, even 
as cause, and effect, that he makes them the same thing, for he answers, ‘this 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him, whom he hath sent,”—laying it 
down for a rule, that to believe in Christ is the very soul of Christian obedi- 
ence, insomuch, that he who thus believes, must, as the Holy Spirit saith by 
St. Paul, ‘* be careful to maintain good works.” Z. 
(Orthodox Churchmar’s Magazine.) 


—_—D - + Ga 


FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE, 
TRIAL OF THE SPIRITS. 


N vain would any one undertake to try all the Spirits that are now gone out 

into the world. Schism, like the man in the gospel, is possessed with a 
legion. In the time ef the great rebellion in England, Presbytery alone, pro- 
duced more thaa three score new sects of pretended Christians ; all of whom 
professed to be led by the Spirit of God ; each sect thought itself the only 
favourite of heaven, and condemned all others as heretics. Enthusiasm, the 
yever-tuiling concomitant of schism, could, however, work as strangely and 
produce as great wonders in one sect as in another. And however different, 
and contradictory in doctrine and faith, each sect had, in its own opinion, the 
inward testimony ef God that it was right, and all others wrong. But the 
English Church, from whom they at first separated, could see no great dif- 
jerence between those sectaries ; and so condemned them all as schismatics, 
and the greater part as heretics, ‘‘ who were carried about with divers and 


strange cocirines.” ‘This they could prove against them from the scriptures of 


truth, aod from the primitive fathers. But such testimony could never con- 


viuce such zealots of their error, because they had a greater witness within | 


them: and also because it came from a Church, which as they taught, could 
not discern spiritual things. Be itso. But why should they appeal from 
the Scriptures, and judgment of the Church, to their own infallible spirit? it 
will not acquitthem. For 

Each sect will own that God is a God of truth; that whatsoever is dictated 
by the inspiration of the Spirit of God, is true; and that itisimpossible that this 
spirit should dictate two things which are in their own nature contradictory. 


This being granted ; we will take fifty-nine sects of those infallibles out of the 


sixty, ali of whom have, in their own opinion, the divine gift of discerning & 


spirits, and have the knowledge of the true religion immediately from heaven. 


Ask them, whether the religion of their mother, Miss Puritan, be the true 
religion ; they will, one and all, answer, no, Now admit her into the jury, 


and take out Miss Tremble, and put the question, is Quakerism the true reli- § 


zion? ‘Che verdict will be, no; for, say they, the quakers are so far removed | 
irom Christianity, that they hardly deserve thename. And so of all the rest, 
taking them one by one, they all will be condemned by the other fifty-nine in- 
spired sects. And we may suppose that the concurrent testimony vv pe many 
inspired sects in a case where they are not interested might weigh down any} 
single sect giving evidence in its own case ; or judging its own cause: as wef 
have the same reason, and as inuch evidence to believe any one sect of these 
wonder-working fanatics as the other to be lead or guided by that spirit, ef] 
ich they alfequally boast. A LAYMAN. 
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An address to Youth. 


FOR THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 
ON THE ADVANTAGES OF THE LITURGY. 


& YUMEROUS are the advantages of our Liturgy, and it well becomes the 

Churchman duly to appreciate its merits, and to venerate it as it deserves, 

Not only intellectual and moral imperfections are guarded against, but those 

infirmities ef our nature which can hardly be said to originate in depravity, are, 

by this excellent form of supplication, so managed, controlled, and directed, as 
to be rendered even amiable and useful. 

A person of a warm constitution, and lively imagination, in addresses where 
the affections are so deeply concerned, as in those which are offered up to the 
Supreme Being, especially when in an assembly who are professedly engaged 
in the same interesting service, is liable to lose the reins of reason, and to wan- 
der into impropriety, unless attended with some restraints upon the hasty and 
almost irresistible impulses of his mind. ‘This evil is delicately guarded against 
by the correct sentiments, and the elegant and sublime language of our Liturgy ; 
whereby suitable scope is given to the affections; and the imagination is gently 
restrained from the wanderings into which it would otherwise deviate ; and he 
who, unrestrained by a prescript form, would probably be the most dangerous 
suitor for a congregation, becomes a safe and agreeable one; diifusing the 
warmth of his affections through the whole assembly ; and presenting them be- 
fore the Almighty, in a language becoming the humility of penitents and the 
majesiy of the Hearer of Prayers. ‘Thus secured, every person who attends 
Church may enter upon his devotion, without the least fear of offering an unbe- 
coming thought or expression; solicitous only to be excited by the sincere and 
affectionate manner of the reader, in order to render the feelings of his heart 
conformable tothe sentiments and language of his petitions. 

‘The Liturgy has likewise a tendency to check the mischievous propensity 
of the human heart to novelty and change. ‘This is an imperfection of our 
nature which it becomes us to overrule and controul ; because when indulged it 
not anly leads individuals into errors in faith and practice, but even exposes to 
destruction the peace and safety of society, and the most sacred institutions of 
church and state. By the constant use of a Liturgy, the mind finds a place 
of rest ; it fixes upon a foundation, from whence uo alteration in circumstan- 
ces can give occasion for a removal ; it finds a channel in which all its affeg- 
tions may safely and agreeably flow into that boundless ocean of divine good- 
ness, to which they ought always to be directed: And by the standard of faith 
which it exhibits in its creeds and offices, it not only secures the mind against 
errors arising from its own misunderstanding of the scriptures, but also guards 
it against those seducers who lie in wait to deceive ; and secures us in the pro- 
fession and belief of the faith once delivered to the saints; agreeably to the 
pa of an inspired Apostle, that the Church is the ground and pillar of 
the truth. 

Another advantage of the Liturgy, is, that it very much contributes, not 
only to unity in faith among the members of the Church, but to harmonize 
them in their affections towards one another. ‘To unite in offering up the same 
prayers and praises to “ our Father who is in heaven,” strongly affects. us, not 
only with the idea of our relation ta him, but towards each other. ‘The same sen- 
timents and expressions, will operate nearly alike upon all who attend to them ; 
and a sort of sympathy, that can no otherwise be excited, pervades the whole 
congregation; each voice brings into unison the affections of all ; and a united 
AMEN, in the strongest manner, expresses our assent to what has gone before, 
and loudly proclaims our love to God and to one another. ,. 
[To be continued.] 
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AN ADDRESS TO YOUTH. 


ET not the season of youth be neglected or unprofitably spent. Now is 
the seed time of life ; and according to what vou sow, you shall reap.— 
Whatever impulse you now give to your desires and passions, the direction is 
dikely to continue. It will form the channel in which your life is to run; nay, 
it may determine its everlasting issue. Consider then the time of youth as a 
high trust committed to you, in which you are to sow the seeds of temporal 
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vs Heathen evidences of Christianty. 


and eternal happiness. As, inthe succession of the seasons, each, by the in- 
variable laws of nature, atfects the productions of what is next im course ; so, 
in human life, every period of our age, according as it is well or ill spent, in. 
fluences the happiness of that which ts to follow. Virtuous and well educated 
youth gradually brings forward accomplished and flourishing manhood ; and 
such manhood naturally progresses into respectable and tranquil old age. But 
when nature is turned out of its regular course, disorder takes place in the veget- 
avie world. If the spring put ferth no blossoms, in the summer there will be 
no beauty, and in the autumn there will be no frait.—So, if youth be trifled 
away without improvement, manhood will be contemptible, and old age miser- 
able. [f the beginnings of life have been vanity, its latter end can be no bet- 
ter than vexation of spirit. ‘Vherefore, remember thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth. 
—— <2 aa 


TO THE EDITORS OF PHE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


Your periodical labours, I trust, will be productive of much good, by dissen- 
inating proper principles of religon and virtue among all classes of people, 
who may be disposed to peruse them.—In the present age, when faith is sus- 
pended till overawed by evidence, every thing that stands up as a witness for 
the truths of God, merits our attention ; I have therefore sent you a col- 
lection of heathen testimonies concerning our Saviour, which if approved 
shall be succeeded by others of a similar nature. J am insincerity your 
friend and one of the many advocates for your Magazine. B. B 


HEATHEN EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY.—No., 1. 
Dp cat nih many undoubted authorities concerning our Saviour and his 


miracles, the following heathen testimonies are worthy of the Chritian’s 
attention, because their dates coincide with the time of our Saviour, or the 
days of the Apostles. 

That ‘ Augustus Cassar had ordered the whole empire to be taxed,” which 
brought our Saviour’s reputed parents to Bethlehem, is mentioned by several 
Ronian historians, as Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dion. ‘* That a great light or 
new star appeared in the East, which directed the wise men to our Saviour,” 
is vecorded by Chalcidius. ‘ ‘That Herod, the king of Palestine, so often 
“mentioned in the Roman history, made a great slaughter of innocent chil- 
dren :” that jealous of his successor, he put to death his own sons, is mentioned 
by Macrobius and several historians. ‘* That our Saviour had been in Egypt,” 
Celsus is an evidence, for he inypiously writes, that our Saviour learned the 
aris of magic in that country. ‘* That Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
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that our Saviour was brought before him to be judged,” is recorded by Taci- § 


tus. ‘* That many cures and works, out of the ordinary course of nature, 
were performed by him,” is confessed by Julian, Porphyry, and Hierocles, 


professed enemies, and persecutors of Christianity. ‘‘ That our Saviour fore- | 


told several thiags which came to pass according to his predictions,” is attested 
by Phelegon in his annals, as we are informed, by Origen in his book against 
Celsus. ‘‘ ‘That, at the time of our Saviour’s crucifixion, there was 2 miracu- 
lous darkness, and a great earthquake,” is recorded by the same Phelegon, the 
‘Trailian, who was 5 es and a freeman of Adrian the emperor. We may 
here cbserve, that a native of Trallium, which was no great distance from 
Palestine; might very probably be informed of such remarkable events as had 


pussed ainongst the Jews in the age immediately preceding his own time, since F 
several of his countrymen with whom he had conversed, might have received | 


many reports concerning our Saviour before his crucifixion, and probably liv- 
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ec within the shake of the earthquake, and the shadow of the eclipse, which | 


are recorded by this author. ‘¢? 
‘« That Christ was worshipped as a God amongst the Christians ; that they 
would rather suffer death than blaspheme him; that they received asacrament, 


aid by it entered into a vow of abstaining from sin and wickedness; that they | 


assembled privately for religious purposes, to avoid persecution ; that they 
used forms, and responses both in prayer, and praise,’ is the account which 
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Explanation of Joshua, chap. x. ver. 12. a 


Pliny the younger gives of Christianity in his days, about seventy years after 
the oes Fhat they had a form of sound words ;* that ihey lifted up thea 
voice with one accord ;+ thut they suid Amen, at the giving of thanks ;+ and 
*« that St. Peter did many wonderful works,” is owned by Julian, who, there- 
fore, represents him as a great magician, and one who had in his possession a 
book of magical secrets leit by our Saviour. ‘“‘ That the deyils, or evil spirits 
were subject to the Apostles,” we may learn from Porphyry, who objects to 
Christianity, that since the worship of JEsus commenced, A:sculapius and the 
other deities did no more converse with men: Celsus also says, ** that the power 
which seemed to reside in Christians proceeded from the use of certain names, 
and the invocating of certain demons.” Origen remarks on this passage, that 
the author doubtless hints at those Christians who put to flight evil spirits, and 
healed those who were possessed with them; a fact which had been oiten scen 
by numbers, and which he himself had seen, as be informs us in another part of 
his discourse against Celsus; at the same time he declares that this was done 
by virtue of no other name but that of Jzsus. 

Despising every account of our Saviour’s miracles, and the many testime- 
nies which to an unprejudiced mind would have settled their authenticity, Cel- 
sus continued to boast of his disbelieving their divine sanction, and endeav- 
oured to maintain that our Saviour was a magician. ‘Thus, he compares the 
feeding so many thousands at two different times, with a few loaves and fishes, 
to the magical feasts of those Egyptian impostors, who would present their 
spectators with visionary entertainments, that had in them neither substance 
ner reality ; which, by the way, is to suppose, that an hungry and fainting 
multitude were filled by an apparition, or strengthened and refreshed witu 
shadows. [Jo be continued. | 


S 2 Fim. :3.°%8. ¢ Acts iv. 24. + 1 Cor, xiv. 16. 
—w C) a 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHNAN’S MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


The despisers of God and his Church, are glad of proposing to us Christians 
any difficulty in Scripture, which they think uninteltigible, or unphilosophicat. 
—l ama plain farmer, and little acquainted with any thing beyond the line 
of my farm, my family and my religion, and would be much obliged to you, 
af you would, in your next, favour me with such an answer to ike case of 
Joshua’s stopping the sun and moon, mentioned in the 10th chap. ter. 12, of 
his history, such, I say, as may stop the mouth of an infidel neighbour of 
mine, who is proud of this difficuliy ; for he has the impudeuce io say, that 
he defies the editors of the Churchman’s Mdgazine to give any tolerable ac- 
count of that transuction.—1 ani anxious, gentlemen, to hear from you ou 
this subject. The voice of blasphemy increases daily—send over your word, 
and come and help us,—Wishing all success to your very taluable Magazine, 
Lam, &c. dA. M. 


EXPLANATION OF JOSHUA, Cuae. x. yer. 12. 


S this honest man’s letter seems to be written in the simplicity of his heart, 

and his zeal for the honour of God’s word, prompts him to apply to us 
for assistance, we will readily employ a page or two of the present number {or 
his gratification, knowing that “ hope deierved Maaeth the heart sick, —aAnd 
as the subject has been exceedingly agitated, and we appreliend to very littie 
purpose, we hope that the following solution, will be read with unprejudiced 
aitention. 

Joshua, chap. x. ver. 12.—Sun stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou 
Aloon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood siti, and the moon stayed, 
until, &c. So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven and hasted not io ga 
down about a whole day. , meee 

‘The Hebrew word which is here rendered stand still, signifies also, to re- 
main equable, even, level. The text then may be read thus—sur or solar 
light, be thou, or remain equable, even, level upon Gibeon. The sun was how 
setting to Gibeon, and consequently Cibcen was iu the circle pi intessectign 













































































16 A succinct history of baptism. 


or division between the light and darkness. Had this eircle of intersection 
continuéd to shift further westward, or more philosophically speaking, had 
the solar light at the evening or western edge of the earth given way, as usual, 
to the impulse of the darkened or gross air, the motion of the earth must have 
continued. But by the solar light’s beiag arrested, and commanded to remain 

uable or level upon Gibeon, it became as it were a wall of adamant against 
the inrushing of the nocturnal or gross air, consequently the motion of the 
earth was stopped, and the circle of intersection between light and darkness 
remained exactly where it was, or in other words, as at verse 13, the solar 
light stayed in the horizon or extremity of the heavens, and hasied not to go 
off. as it was just about to do, and that, for a whole day In the Alexandrian 
M. S. of Eccles. chap. xlvi. ver. 5—where the Greek is ouchi en, &c. the 
English translation is—‘‘ Was not the sun stopped by his (Joshua’s) means, 
and one day made equal to two ?” bs 

See Parkhurst’s Heb. Lex. on the word yrp@™M and Spearman’s Enquiry af- 
ter Philosophy and Theology, chap. iv.—And let the enquirer farther observe, 
that the word which we render sun, does not always imply the mags or body of 
that luminary, but the solar fluxes of light and heat issuing continually from him. 
Thus, Ezekiel chap. xxxii. ver. 7. * [I will cover the heaven (saith the Lard) 
** and make the stars dark; | will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon 
“* shall not give her light.” Distinct mention is here made of the steller, solar, 
and /unar Haves ot light, as béing under the immediate controul of the power 
of God ; and where ts the difficulty in believing the miraculous stoppage of 
the solar flux of light, so as to retard the diurnal motion of this ¢arth for a 
whole day, when that sovereign power is the Agent, who spake und all thing's 
were made, who commanded, and they stood fust.—His solar flures-irradiate 
every part of heaven and earth ;~+they issue from the ord of the sun, as from 
a tent, and their circuit is from the one end of heaven to the other, and 
nothing is hidden from their genial waymth.—Psalm xix. ver. 4. &c. 


A SUCCINCT HISTORY OF BAPTISM, 
AS CELEBRATED BY’ THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 
(HAP. Ist.—Of the names andappellations of baptism, occasioned by tts effects. 


ROM oné of its “effects, baptism was antiéntly called the sacrament of 

grace, the sacranient of absolution. But because those effects might’not 
always attend baptism, through some default in the administrator or, the re- 
ceiver; whenever the ancients call baptism the sacrament of grace or absoiu- 
tion, they mean that it is such to the worthy receiver when authovatively ‘ad- 
ministered. Hence~we may observe, that the antient meaning of grace or 
absolution, is God’s pardoning sin through the ministerial application of his 
sacraments, which are the on of his covenant in Christ Jesus ; and because 
baptism introduceth men into that covenant of grace and pardon of sin, it was 
dignified with that name of the sacrament of absolution. 

: Because men. were born again of water and of the, Holy Ghost by baptism, 
it was called “ the redeinption of the sou! ;”—* the water of life ;’—and “ the 
divine fountain ;"+-from which comes the word font.: It was also cailed.the 
Sptritual birth ;~by which God in a ‘peculiar sense became the Vather of 
men, and the holy Church their mother. ‘These Gregory Nazianzeh enume- 
rates severa! titles of honour giyen to baptism, *‘ We call it, (says he) the gz/t, 
the grace, buptisni, unction, illumination, the garment of tmmortality, tbe 

ver of regeneration, the seal or eharacter, and whatever else is precious 
and honourable ;” and he remarks on the word unction, that baptism: was so 
denominated, because it madé us “ kings: and priests unto God.” Jerome 
atso styles baptism the (sacerdotium laici) Jayman’s priesthood, ia coutradis- 


“tinction to the clerical, which was conferred only by ordination. 


Eternal salvation being another effect of baptism, (as St. Augustin informs 
us)'the African Christians commonly called it salvation, as they did the eu- 
chavist by the name of Jife. iT 

From its nature and substance, baptism had the names of mystery, sacrament, 
vez! of the Lord ~—Thus Clemens Alexandiinus, speaking-of a newly baptized 
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A short vocabulary. 17 


convert, says, “they gave him the seal of the Lord.” There is an evident 
propriety in calling baptism the seal of the Lord, because on the forehead, 
the sign of the cross is made, and to the inner man is given the earnest of the 
spirit. ‘ Asa mark, says St. Chrysostom, is set upon soldiers, so the spirit 
*¢ ig put upon true believers : and as the Jews had circumcision for their char- 
« acter, so we have the earnest of the spirit.”—-And this distinction between the 
internal and external seal of baptism was necessary to be made, because many 
received the external seal, who, through their own default, received not the 
seal of the spirit.—Thus Simon Magus received the seal of the Lord; that 
is, the outward form of baptism, but-whoever said or imagined that he 
received the internal seal and grace of the Holy Spirit? and this remark will 
apply to all heretical and scismatica! baptisms, which, though they may have 
‘« the form of godliness,” are nevertheless destitute of * the power thereof.” 

St, Augustin commonly uses the names, character regius and character 
dominicus, for the external form of baptism, common to ali who have been 
baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity. And this character, says he, is so 
‘‘ endelible, that an apostatizing Christian, though he turn Jew or Pagan, can 
“ never need a secont! baptism, but only repentance and absolution to rein- 
“* gtate him in the Christian Church.” (To be continued. } 
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A SHORT VOCABULARY, 
GIVING THE SIGNIFICATIUN OF SOME OLD ENGLISH WORDS, continued. 


OT only the place of torments, but the place or state of depart- 


Hevt. ed spirits, or what we commonly call the other world. ‘lhe 


word comes from dalan, to cover, hide, or conceal ;—-and signities an unknown: 


place—the hidden or invisible world. Hell sometimes signifies only death, as 
Psalin xviii. ver. 4. and Psalm exvi. ver. 3. Hence the meaning of that 
article in our Creeds, ‘* He descended into Hell,” is, He went into the regions 
of departed spirits. 

Host. Army. 

IMAGINE. ‘locontrive, plot, design, Psalm ii. ver. 1. and elsewhere. 

Instantiy. That is, zmportunately, or zealously, Psalm lv. ver. 18.— 
We still say that a thing was done at the instance, that is, at the earnest re- 
quest of another. The adjective znstant signifies zmportunate in our last trans- 
bation, Luke xxiii. ver. 23. 

Leasinoc. Lying, cheating, dissembling. 

Lust. Not only carnal desires, but any eagerness of appetite, or violent 
irreguiar inclination, Psalm x. ver. 2. So to dust or list signifies the same in 
this translation, Psalm Ixxiii. ver. 7. 

Maticrous. Very bad or evil; but we now understand it to imply, spzte- 
ful or envious. 

Neruermosr. Lowest, Psalm Ixxxvi. ver. 13. Nether is used for lower 
by our last translators, Deut. xxiv. ver. 6. &c. a 
“Pracue. Any stroke of God's correcting or punishing hand, Ps, xxxviii. 
ver. 17. not the pestilence or plague only.— Io plague, in common language, 
signifies to use severe proceedings against one. ; 

Port. Gate, from the Latin porta; aad we still call him who keeps the 
gate, Porter. Sub) ; 

Preacher. Not only he who discourseth publicly on religious subjects, 
but one who pubiisheth or declareth any thing, by a delegated authority. 

Prevent. ‘To go before, from the Latin prevenio. ‘Tliere are two de- 
signs which one may have in going before another, either to guide or heip ; 
er to hinder or stop him; and accordingly this word signifies two contrary 
things, viz. to guide, help forward, or to oppose, hinder, &c. In the Scrip- 
ture and Liturgy it is for the most part taken in the good sense, namely, to 
guide, he! forward, assist, or to anticipate with kindness, as Psalm xxi. ver. 
$: sometimes in a bad sense, viz. to hinder, stund in one’s way, §c. as Psalm 
cxix. part 19. ver. 4. and 1 Thess. chap. iv. ver. 15. bot S ’ 

Quick. <Aiive—and so to quicken, is to give or restore life, to revive, ar 

slivep, Psalin cxxiv. ver. 2. Psalm xxii. ver. 30, [To be coatiaued.} 
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The Journey of Life. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


Gentlemen, 


The following little piece, suitable to the present lovely season of the year, has 
been much admired in the original, and we hope, tt will be acceptable in its 


ODE FOR MAY DAY. 


TRANSLATED FROM BUCHANAN. 


English form. 


Hs to the glad return of May, 
Sacred to joy, tosports and play ; 
To teasts, and to the tender choir 

Of graces, fanning chaste desire. 


Hail to the day, with pleasure erowa’d 
Revolving in a constant sound ; 
Bloom of oid time ! with fond essay, 
Assuming youth in his decay. 

When spring, array’d with ev'ry grace, 
Deck’d the new world’s unsullied face, 
Aad the first golden season saw 

Men follow right, uncheck’d by law, 


Month aftermonth, such zephyrs bland 
Sported along the jocund land ; 

“. bea ev'ry tree, and ev’ry field, 
Their fruits did without culture yield. 


The brooding warmth of such a breeze 
Defends from querulous disease, 

And froward age, the happy isles, 
Where cheerful health forever smiles.- 


Such zephyrs fan the trees below, 
Which near oblivion’s Lethe grow ; 
The ghosts such murmurs hearwhorove 
In silence through the cypress grove. 


Whenpurging firesnewmouldthe sphere 
And golden days again appear, 
Perhaps may breathe such balmy winds, 
To sooth the pure ethereal minds. 


Hail to the fleeting ages light ! 
A period of distinguish’d white ; 
Image of new-created earth, 
And emblem of its secoad birth! 


—__——aap (> a= 


THE CELEBRATED HYMN, 
IN THE ORATARIO OF ABEL. 


Hs cheerful along the gay mead, 
The daisy and cowslip appear ; 
Ihe flocks as they carelessly feed, 
itejoice in the spring of the year. 
The myrtles that shade the gay bow’rs, 
_ The herbage thatsprinestromthesod; 
Trees, plants, cooling trurts and sweet 
Ow rs, 
All rise to the praise of my God. 


Shall man, the great master of all, 
The only insenrsible prove? 

Forbid it, fair gratitude’s call ! 
Forbid it, devotien and love. 

The Lord who such wonders can raise, 
And still can destroy with a nod ; 

My lips shall incessantly praise, 
M y soul shall be wrapt in my Ged. 
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THE JOURNEY OF LIFE, 


AN ALLEGORICAL ELEGY IN THE MANNER OF SIR WALTER KALEIGH. 


HILEthro’ life’sthorny road [ go 
{ will not waat companions teo. 
A dreary journey, and alone, 

Weould be alas ! too troublesome ; 
But company that’s choice and good, 
Makes trouble hardly understood, 
Yor tozl divided seems to be 

No toil, but a felicity. 

Therefore will { companions take, 

As well for care as safety’s sake : 

Fair truté shall serve me for a guide : 
Justice shall never leave my sede ; 
Jntezrity my trusty guard ! 

Nor will | caution quite discard : 
Lepertence shall my tutor be, 

Nour will I cofser seem than he ; 


Discretion all my thoughts shall wergh, 
And modesty my words survey ; 

Soft cunocence protect my sleep, 

And charity my purse siall keep. 
Thus thro’ this wilderness Pll stray, 
Nor ever fear to lose my way. 

‘The sages { sometimes will see, 

Re sometimes with the muses free ; 
With guéltless mirth an hour beguile, 
Or with free spoken satire smile. 
With seéditation often walk, 

Or with sweet melancholy tatk. 

With these companions dear Pil sport, 
Nor heed the journey long or short, 
So health supply the doetor’s place, 
And fora chaglada Pve God's grace. 


P eicrat atl iataaie Od AE eR 


hehe he 


i. kate 


a bo Sera eee 


Sais aks Ua), spas a eed 





be te PA PAR mS) LS eet eel 6 


~~. 





> has 
tn its 


yreeze 


oy 
iles.. 
» 

v5 
yrove 
ove. 


phere 


"inds, 


le 


ra 
mee, 
3 





& 
3 


Be ctiedeak PE 


RELA RN Be eo aati 


EY, Son Pe ee 


; eae hs aT 


© 





Hymn to the Deity. 


A VISION. 
WEET sleep my heavy eye-lids A deadly dart was in his hand, 


press’d, 

And gently sooth’d my cares to rest ; 
Where straight my waking soul beheld 
A rich enamel’d verdant eld, 
A thousand flow’rs of lovely hue, 
Painted by nature’s pencil grew ; 
And here and there a fountain play’d, 
Discover’d thro’ some op’ning glade. 
Sweet music charm’d my ravish’d ear, 
And Paradise itself seem’d there. 
And now | thought a lovely train 
Of youths and damsels fill’d the plain, 
‘They pip’d and play’d and dane’d and 
: subg, 
Thé meadows with their music wrung ; 
But soon their merry pastimes cease, 
For lo! with aspect grim, disease 
With her attendants, grief and pain, 
Comes swiftly posting to the plain ! 
And now I thought th’ enamel’d greens, 
The painted flow’rs and golden scenes, 
No mere appear’d ! no longer smil’d ! 
But horrid deserts vast and wild, 
] saw—rude mountains seem’d to rise, 
And pierce with barren tops theskies. 
‘The raven croak’d the night-owl 

scream’d, [gleam'd : 
And from the clouds, fierce lightning 
Consumption weak, with meager face, 
Seiz’d some—tho’ feeble was her pace: 
Some fever bound in burning chains ; 
And others cholic rack’d with pains ; 
Some gout surpris’d and others stone ; 
M years were piere’d with many a groan: 
‘Lhey called on death with hideous cry; 
Death soon appear’d, (for death was 

nigh) ' 
All pale and wan he seem’d to stand, 





A crown upon his head he wore, 

And in one hand a picture bore ; 

Upon the canvas, fiames of fire, 

And horrid shapes and spectres dire, 

With wond’rous skill were drawn: the 
croud 

Beheld—they saw, and shriek’d aloud ! 

With longing eyesthey view’d the road 

Where virtue leads her sons to Gop ; 

And curs’d vain pleasure’s flattering 
smile, 

Which did their easy hearts beguile, 

And tempt them virtue’s paths to fly, 

‘The paths to blest eternity ! 

Shock’d at the sight, | turn’d aside, 

Where lo! my ravish’d eyes desery’d 

Fair VIR TUE’s sons (a glorious show !) 

How did my raptur’d bosom glow! 

Some cares and toils ’tis true, the good 

Bore, as they pass’d “long vIRTUB’s 
road ; 

But blooming healih and fair content, 

‘L heir comforts and assistance lent ; 

And conscience as they pass’d along, 

Whisper’d sweet peace thro’ all the 
threng, 

While virTvE bade her sons rejoice, 

Like heav’nly music was her voice ! 

‘* Seon shall life’s stormy seas subside, 

‘‘ And all be calm and smooth (she 

__ ery’d,) 

“« When life’s declining sun is low, 

“ And night o’ertakes you as you go; 

‘¢ Fear not—some gleams shall then be 

ivn 

«¢ Of endless bliss and promis’d heav’n ; 

<< And if from.:me you never stray, | 

«« Pll lead you to eternal day.” 
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HYMN TO THE DEITY. 


O GOD, whose boundless pow’r 
expands, 
Far as the work of his high hands, 
Our trembling song we raise: 
Can we his boundles pow’r express ! 
His name, his region, his address ! 
Or, magnify his praise ? 
His name for ever, ever, shines 
‘Thro’ heaven’s expanse—thro’ earthly 
climes, 
Where, wand’rers, now we stray; 
"Till, by the merits of his Son, 
(Our course of short probation run,) 
We reach the realms of day. 


We worship thee, thou Great! thou 
Good ! 
By mortals little understood, 


In whom alone we live: 
Thy gracious attribute is this, 
(The source of never-ending bliss '). 
‘lo give and to forgive. , 
Bless’d be thy great, thy holy name! 
And bless’d be that seraphic flame, 
Which points the way to thee : 
Oh! humble reptiles! worms of dust ! 
Our only stay, our only trust 
Is, hope, with thee to be. 


Oh ! purify each vicious heart, 

W hich teels the foul, contagions smart, 
‘Lhat wayward minds enthral : 

So, may we soar on Angel’s wings, 

lo meet thee! awful King of kings‘ 
Our God! our Life! our-All — 
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Marriages, Obituary, §c. 
ANECDOTES. 


OME years ago, one of the sens of Mr. G , a famous Jew, wag 
on the point of being married to a Christian; on which, the father, who 
had no objection to the religion of the lady, but to the smallness of her for- 
tune, expostulated with his son, and told him, “ that he might have a lad 
with more money ;” but the young gentleman vindicating his choice, replied, 
** that whether he would consent or not, he would marry her, and if he refused 
‘to give hin a portion, he would turn Christian, claim the benefit of an 
** English law, and obtain half he poisessed.”—At this answer, Mr. G———~ 
Was greatly confounded, and, consulting counsel, the counsellor replied, ‘ there 
** was suca a law, and that his son turning Christian, would obtain halt his 
** estate ; but, if you will make me a present of ten guineas,” added he, “ I 
** will put vouin a way to disappoint him.”—At this news, G ’s hopes 
revived, and, pulling ten guineas out of his pocket, instantly clapped them 
into the lawyei’s hand, expressing his impatience to know how he was to pro- 
ceed. ‘The coupsellor returned, with a smile, ‘* you have nothing todo, Mr. 
G , “* but turn Christian yourself,” . 


OF THE CELEBRATED DR. PERNE. 


AMONG the many brilliant flashes of wit attributed to this singular char- 
acter, the following, perhaps, is one of his happiest strokes. —The doctor hap- 
pening to call a Ciergyman a fool, who was net totally undeserving the title ; 
but who resented the indignity so highly, that he threatened te complain to his 
diocesan, the bishop of Eiy—* Do,” says the doctor “and he will confirm you.” 











ST. AUGUSTIN says—*“ It is an uncomely thing for a Christiaa to have 
** the sun beams find him in bed; and if the sun could speak (saith he) it 
os might say, | have laboured more than thou yesterday, and yet J am risen, 
** and thou art still at rest.” 

——we 3 ae 

BAPTIZED by the Rev. Mr. Buruans, of New-Town, one adult and 
thirty-nine chiidren. 

—=— SS 


MARRIAGES. 


MARRIED, by the Rev. Mr. Burhans, Mr. Toomas Peck, to Miss 
Satty Tousey ;—Mr. Benyamin Avery, of Bethlehem, to Mrs. Lucy 
Dickinson ;—Mr. SHELDEN NortTHrop, to Miss SHEPHERD ;— | 
Mr. SaMUEL BLACKMAN, to Miss Eunice ANN SKIDMORE, aged 15. 








a 


OBITUARY. 


DIED, Mrs. Cyntera SHERMAN, wife of Mr. Jotham Sherman, aged 
68 years;—Mr. NEHEMIAH CURTIs, aged 76 years;—Mrs. MAXRGARY 
BLackMaN, wife of Capt. Join Biackman, aged 79 years. ‘They lived to- 
gether 55 years communicants in the Episcopal Church, walking in the ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameless. 

——aap (>) ane — 


TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 


THE EDITORS have been favoured with the following from a Clergyman 
of the city of New-York.—* I have just received and perused three nuinbers 
of the Churchman’s Magazine, which gives me much satisfaction; and lam 
persuaded it will do much good, both in promoting the cause of Episcopacy, 
and also the spiritual instruction of the community. Shall I take leave to sug- 
_ gest whether it would not be advisable to intersperse it with articles of Biogra- 
phy, especially of the earlier promoters of the Church in this country ;—of 
such characters as bishgp Seabury and in general of all whose lives have been 
¢ininently useful or intimately counected with the history of the Church ?” 

N. B., The Editors wil! thank their Correspondents for Biographical sketches, 
and accounts of the origin of the several Churches within their knowledge. 
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DAUBENYs He to estes Church, 1 dae Mie. price 78 6. 4 Tt g 


Nelsqn’s. Companion to the Feasts and’ sof the Chureb, ¥.vol. Bvo.. . 

Nelson's Practice of-true devotions | 3g 

New week’s preparation ve preying my ‘Lord's Supper, as recommended BAe 
the Church 0 England. 58 3. 

Bishop King’s discourse onthe net in the worshi of God. 49 6.’ 


Elements of Christign: sah ana ete fs of the authenticity of the 
ry Pee w 


Scriptures, &e. ce English translation of the 
Bible, andof tie [i itur re ihe © urch of: Deter ‘and a scriptural expo- 


sition of the 39 Articles, Bishop of Lincoln. 2-vols, 8vo, 5 dols. TS cts. 

Porteus’s Lectures on the Capel or se St: Matthew. 2 dols. 

Porteus’s Sermons, ~2-y6ls. 4 dels : 

Discourses ‘on several important subjects, by the late Bishop Shiteiky: 1-yol. 
810. b dol. 50.cts, ¢ 

Jones’ Lectures onthe Figurative Language of Scripture. 1 ‘vol, nee Bae 25 cts. 

» White’s Letterstoa di ing Gentleman. rg: Fa 

Secker’s Lectares on ‘Church Catechism.» 1 dol, 10 cts. 

Bishop Wilson’s Paro¢hialia, or instroetions to the Clergy oni the discharge of 
their Pardchial duty, | 75) cts. °° 

Bishdp Watson's Address to Young Persons after Confirmation.) 25 cts, 

Bishop Moore’s Charge to the Convention f the New-York Church, | 25 cts. 

Articles of Keirgion, as established, by the Bishops, the Clergy and Laity of 
ihe: Procestant Episcopal Church.: 25 ets, 

Leamiing’s. Dissertations on various’ subjects. | 25. cts. 

Journal of the proceedings of the ;Conyention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Chuteh in Connecticui, tggether with the Canons of’ the Chureh, 25 ets. 

"Fhe Worm apd Manner CY making ordaining and consecrating Bishops, Priests, 
aod Oeacons, according to te order of thie Protestant Kpiscopal Cherch in 
the  nited States.” 1 dob 33 ¢ts. 
ihe Psalter or Psalms of David pointed as they are to,be sting or said i in the 
. pie ae with the order for Morning: aud Kvening Prayers throughout the 

sary, 25 -¢ts: 

Al new edition of the Couien Peaye Book, in 12mo, with the Psalms, ona 
ne 0 ‘Ty 
sinall ne Lng edition of the, Prayer Rooks slocit 4 iniches by 2 1-2, very con~ 
venient fot the pocket; tm various kinds of binding, Pi and elegant. ‘ 

Why até youa Charehman2 A plain question, answered ima Ceres , 
\irs Fite Adam 4nd John Vably. 2 1-2 ats. 
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At a conveniion qf the Protectant Epis 
Danbury, the prs Wednesday in June : 





f  Clarch. grasa at 
| 03, 


RESOLVED, Thatiis fatate'no Gay Diteparé shall he PSS 
ted a ser t m.the annual Convention, until. he shall deliverto the» 
Secretary u certificateot his appoimtment, as also’ the ‘grand. 
levy of the Chnigh, or Churches he is.to represens, tee of 
which: shall be signed by, the parish Clerk, 

ill fate vane if Record”, ies 
Code “ASHBEL BALIN, 5 See ats. 
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